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Fair Weather 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped 

towards our Christmas Market. The event was part 

of a Furzedown-wide collection of Christmas 

market stalls. Thanks soooo much to June and 

Natalya for producing cakes, cones and candles, to 

Anita & George for all the wonderful toys and 

games, to Lillian for the jewellery and to all who 

helped man the stalls. We kept going until nearly 

5.30 but the constant rain had reduced customer 

numbers and we packed up early. Special thanks to 

Winsome, who stayed all day in the damp 

conditions and proved to be an amazing sales 

woman and a technical whizz sorting out Christmas 

music on Marc’s phone. What a woman! We raised 

over £200! 
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WEEKLY PRAYER DIARY – week beginning 12th December 2021 

 

SUNDAY  - With a new variant of the Covid virus taking off, we find our situation uncertain once 

again: can we have the Christmas we’d assumed we could? For people who haven’t seen loved 

ones for a long time, this could be more than just another frustration. Please pray that the Lord 

would have mercy and enable family and loved ones to be able to be together this Christmas. Ask 

that He would lift up those struggling with loneliness and mental health issues resulting from 

isolation. 

 

MONDAY – Pray for the authorities, national, regional and local, as they face so many decisions 

and have to balance the competing demands of health and the needs of the health service, alongside 

businesses and livelihoods which will be affected by further restrictions. Ask that the Lord would 

give wisdom and give people the grace to know when they are wrong and be willing to change 

direction when it’s needed. 

 

TUESDAY – Please ask the Lord to speak to and through His church at this time. Ask that He 

would make known His will clearly and that we, His church, would focus on Him above all other 

calls. Pray that denominations will put aside differences and that there would be unity in what the 

whole church is saying – that we would speak with one voice to the nation and that we would 

consistently point to Jesus as the way, the truth and the life. 

 

WEDNESDAY – Thank God for the opportunities we still have to meet – for our coffee morning 

and for the Holy Communion service today. Pray that they will be special times of meeting with 

one another and of meeting with God. Pray also for those who still feel fearful about meeting up 

with others, or who aren’t able to meet up, praying especially for Marie Burrows today, as she 

continues to be isolated through pain. Ask God to help all who are in need of fellowship and thank 

God for those who offer companionship to people wherever they have to be. 

 

THURSDAY – We are hoping to have a Christmas tea party for those in the mental health hostels 

locally tomorrow (Friday 17th). However, recent restrictions and fears over the omicron variant 

may mean that we will have to postpone this again. Please pray that we might be able to go ahead 

with this as planned, but that even if we can’t, we will continue to build up relationships with 

those in the hostels and with the staff there too. 

 

FRIDAY – We thank God for the number of young people who have been attending the Tuesday 

and Wednesday drop-ins at St Paul’s church and the pavilion on the rec. and for those attending 

club at FYC on Friday evenings. Pray that the Lord will call more volunteers to help Paul at all 

these times, so that he can concentrate on building relationships with the young people, rather than 

just being on ‘crowd control’ duty. 

 

SATURDAY – Tomorrow will be the joint carol service at St James’ church. Pray that people 

from the community won’t be put off coming because of fears about the virus, but that those who 

God is calling will come and hear what He has to say to them. Pray for those involved in the 

service: for Rob as he leads, for those reading, for the choir as they lead the singing and for Marc 

as he preaches. Ask that all will be to the glory of God and that He will touch many hearts, both 

in the church and outside as people watch the livestreamed service. 
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December Diary 
 

 

 

Sunday 12th December 
10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Wed 15th December Coffee Morning    
10.30am – 12    All welcome 

Midweek Communion 
 

Friday 17th December 
Mental Health Café Christmas Tea 

 

Sunday 19th December 
10.30am Morning Worship 

 

7pm  St James’ Carol Service    By ticket only -
available through the Furzedown Churches 

 

Tuesday 21st December 
Furzedown Nativity Angel Trail 6pm 

Starting outside Clarkes Flower shop on 
Moyser Road 

 

Wednesday 22nd No Coffee Morning 
 

Friday 24th December 
Christingle Service 6pm 

 

Saturday 25th Christmas Day Service 
10.30 am 

Christmas Day Lunch 12noon – 4pm 
 

Sunday 26th No Service in church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

St Alban’s Christmas Lunch 

In Church 

12.00 – 4.00pm 

£15 Must be booked in advance 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE 

See website booking form 

stalbanschurch.org.uk 

 

When planning this article some amazing words 

came into my head: the words of a song we often 

sing in church: 'Mountains bow down and the seas 

will roar at the sound of your Name'. What an 

incredible vision! In Isaiah chapter 40 verse 4 the 

prophet writes, 'Every valley should be raised up 

and every mountain and hill should be made flat'. 

In the New Testament Jesus had a strong connection 

with mountains. In Luke’s gospel chapter 4, the 

devil takes Jesus to the top of a mountain and shows 

him all the kingdoms of the world. He tempts Jesus 

by offering him the whole world if Jesus will 

worship him, but Jesus stands firm and replies ‘It is 

written in the Scriptures. You must worship the 

Lord your God. Serve only Him.’ The Mount of 

Olives features several times in the Gospels; most 

vividly before Jesus’ crucifixion in chapter 14 after 

the Last Supper when Jesus and his disciples go to 

the Mount of Olives and our Lord says to his 

followers “you will all lose your faith in me.” A 

black moment indeed. 

My own experiences of mountains have been quite 

varied. As a child I climbed Mount Snowden with 

my Dad and younger sister. Later in life I managed 

to reach the summit of Ben Nevis and at an even 

older age I managed Helvellyn. 

Finally, I would like to share one of the highlights 

of my life with you. We were on holiday in India 

and had managed to travel as far north as Simla, a 

very English looking town which was the seat of 

government during the summer for the Raj. It was 

February and very cold with snow on the ground but 

a with a clear, blue sky and bright sunshine. We 

stood in awe at the sight of Mount Everest which 

was clearly visible in the distance. It was truly an 

awesome moment.  Annie Barrett 
 

 

Mountains in Mind 

http://mountains.in/
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SOLUTION TO LAST 

 WEEK’S WORDSEARCH 

 

Church website 

(for info and to watch church services)  www.stalbanschurch.org.uk 
 

Email streathampark@gmail.com      Vicarage phone: 020 8677 4521 

mailto:streathampark@gmail.com

