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Your Church Needs You 2! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

We need people to go on the church council – at least one person is 

stepping down (Natalie Richeux, as she’s no longer here!). But we 
also need everyone to be part of the church community, to share the 

vision for our future and to be as committed as we each can be to see 

it happen. 
 

Please do come on that Sunday, if at all possible, so that we can share 

together, pray together and plan together with God’s help. 

Team Rector ‘on the mend’ 
We are delighted to report that Rev. Rob Powell is now out of hospital and back 

home at the vicarage.  
 

Rob became ill with Covid about a month ago. He thought he was getting better 

but the day of the Passion started to get a fever (in spite of testing negative at this 

point.) The next day he was admitted to St Georges by ambulance with a severe 

leg infection which turned out to be cellulitis. This was probably due to a weak 

immune system following after contracting Covid. After 2 weeks in hospital 

(much longer than anyone expected) he is now back in Furzedown, 

St Alban’s is part of a team of Church of England Churches known as the Furzedown Team Ministry. 

The Team Ministry includes St James’, St Paul’s and St Alban’s. This is different to Furzedown Churches 

which includes Mitcham Lane Baptist Church (confused? not surprising!) The Team Council meets 3 or 

four times a year. Our team council members include Kenneth Cameron (our church warden) and Jamie 

Mason, as well of course, as Marc, our vicar. The team has no joint financial commitments but tries to 

work together for the glory of God and to support each other in their work locally. The Growing Leaders 

course is one of those joint initiatives which usually runs bi-annually. Although Marc has complete 

control of St Alban’s parish together with the PCC, Rob is seen as the senior team clergy member with 

the title of Team Rector. 

Rob is a wonderful person, always full of encouragement and the joy of The Holy Spirit. We hope and 

pray that he will make a full recovery and soon be back leading St. James’. 

We will be holding our 
Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting on Sunday 29
th

 May 

during the morning service. 

This will be your opportunity 

to be part of the democratic 

running of our church. 
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WEEKLY PRAYER DIARY – Week beginning 1st  May 2022  PRAYING FOR CHURCH LEADERS 
 

John 21:1-14 I’m touched by the way Jesus cares for His disciples. In these days after the 
resurrection but before His ascension He graciously reveals Himself to them, reminding them of 
who He is, of His call to them, and renewing their zeal.  In this passage He seems to repeat (as a 
reminder?) the miraculous catch of fish, when He first called them to be fishers of men.  But what 
a difference in Peter’s reaction!  The first time, in awareness of the holiness of Jesus, he cried “Go 
away from me!”.  This time, as he jumps into the water and hastens to the shore, it’s more like 
he’s saying “I’m coming!” to Jesus, holy and risen, and who is no ghost but can cook breakfast 
for His friends.  
This week, remembering the tenderness of Jesus towards those called into leadership, and the 
power given through His Spirit, can we pray for those who lead in the church – especially our 
own vicars and pastors - Marc (St Albans), Rob (St James), Belemo (St Pauls), Gemma (MLBC) and 
their families and loved ones.  
 

SUNDAY:  HEALTH Psalm 30:2 “Lord my God, I called to You for help, and You healed me.”  
Please remember Rob Powell as he recovers from sepsis.  Pray for renewed health (physical, 
mental, emotional) for all who lead in the churches after the busyness of Easter.  
 

MONDAY:  REST Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Psalm 23:2-
3 “He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my 

soul.” Sometimes the Lord has to make us lie down! Resting isn’t easy, and especially so for those 
with responsibility toward the flock.  So pray our pastors will come to Jesus, follow His words and 
find His rest and refreshment for their souls. Remember Rob – that he doesn’t rush back into 
serving too quickly, and Marc - as this day is his day off. 
 

TUESDAY: JOY Isaiah 56:6-8 “And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him 

… these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer.” What a 
promise to all who minister to the Lord.  Thoughtfully pray into these words for our church 
ministers. 
 

WEDNESDAY:  PEACE  John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Colossians 3:15 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,” As those who need to encourage us to know the 
peace of the Lord, how much do our overseers need to know this for themselves in these days of 
uncertainty and worry, both to strengthen them in fears, and guide them in all relationships.    
 

THURSDAY:  RIGHTEOUSNESS Psalm 23:3 “He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s 
sake.”  Romans 16:19 “but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what 
is evil.”  The Lord Himself leads us in righteousness, for His name’s sake. And, in a world where 
increasingly what is good is called evil and vice versa, wisdom, discernment and obedience are 
necessary for all believers, especially for those who lead us and have a public profile.   
 

FRIDAY:  FAITH  Luke 22:31-32  “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But 
I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.”  Jesus Himself prays for Simon Peter who was to become a lead apostle 
in the early church.  I find this so reassuring.  Pray with Jesus for our leaders - for faith that clings 
on to Him, turns back to Him, and encourages others in Him. 
 

SATURDAY: REKINDLING  2 Timothy 1:5-7 “I am reminded of your sincere faith… For this reason 
I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God…  For the Spirit God gave us does not make us 
timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.”  Weariness, uncertainty, faltering faith can 
beset any church leader, so let’s pray for a rekindling of the gifting of the Lord and reawakening 
to the character of the Spirit within.   
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May Diary 
 

Sunday1st May 

All age worship  Join us for breakfast! 
 

Wed 4th May 

10.30am Coffee morning 

12 noon  Service of Holy Communion 
 

Thurs 5th May 

New Event! 

1.00pm Lunch Club  

Membership £15 month paid in advance 
 

Sunday 8th May 

10.30 am Service of Holy Communion 

Special activities for Junior Church 

Separate group for teens & young adults 
 

Wed 11th May 

10.30am Coffee morning 

12 noon  Service of Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 15th May 

10.30am Morning Worship 

 

11.30am Queen’s Jubilee Street Party 

Bring & share (Sign-up sheet on Welcome 

table) 
NOTE: PRETORIA ROAD WILL BE CLOSED 

PLEASE PARK IN THRALE ROAD 

 

Sunday 22nd May 

10.30 am Service of Holy Communion 

Special activities for Junior Church 

Separate group for teens & young adults 
 

Wed 25th May 

10.30am Coffee morning 

12 noon  Service of Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 29th May 

10.30 am Morning Worship with our Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting 

5.00pm Hi-5 for STAY St Alban’s Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crystal Clear 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the year 1854 Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s 

husband, had the idea of holding a Great 

Exhibition in London, which was to be housed in a 

newly conceived building ‘Crystal Palace’, in the 

area known as Sydenham.  

The Palace was vast glass structure and was 

constructed on one of the highest points in London. 

The exhibition was a great success and thousands 

thronged to see all kinds of stands. But in 1936 this 

amazing construction caught fire and was razed to 

the ground. Joyce Bagaley, the oldest member of 

our congregation remembers the night of the fire. 

She says there was concern that molten lead would 

run through the streets and destroy houses but her 

family, like many others in the area was spared. 

 

There are a very few mentions of ‘crystal’ in the 

Bible but a notable example occurs in the book of 

Job when the nature of wisdom is described. I offer 

you a detailed quote as this description is beautiful 

and noteworthy. 

See Job chapter 28 starting at verse 12: 

‘But where can wisdom be found? Where does 

understanding dwell?  

Verse 15 It (wisdom) cannot be bought with the 

finest gold. It cannot be bought with valuable onyx 

or sapphire gems.  

Verse 17 Gold and crystal are not as valuable as 

wisdom.  

Verse 18 Coral and jasper are not worth talking 

about. The price of wisdom is beyond rubies. 

Verse 19 The topaz from Cush cannot compare to 

wisdom.  

Verse 20 So from where does wisdom come? 

Verse 27 ‘Then God looked at wisdom and decided 

it’s worth.  

Verse 28 ‘then God said to man, ‘The fear of the 

Lord - that is wisdom - and to stay away from evil 

is understanding.’         Annie Barrett 
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Church website 

(for info and to watch church services)  www.stalbanschurch.org.uk 
 

Email streathampark@gmail.com      Vicarage phone: 020 8677 4521 

Solution 
to last 
week’s 
word 

search 

To colour 

Birthdays in May 

Tuesday 3rd  Kenneth Cameron 

Sunday 8th  Paula Fernandez 

Monday 9th  Connie Mason  

Sunday 15th  Jess Gleed  

Sunday 22nd  Latoya Chida  

Tuesday 24th  Shanta Hurree 

 

A small construction for 

travelling on water 

mailto:streathampark@gmail.com

